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RAVENSTHORPE NICKEL PROJECT SUSPENSION — COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE 

250. Hon JON FORD to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum: 
Some notice of this question has been given. I refer to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum’s media statement 
on Wednesday, 11 February 2009 titled “Minister rejects Opposition claims on Ravensthorpe as ‘counter-
productive’”. The statement attributed to the minister was — 

“The State Government will do everything it can for the communities of Ravensthorpe and Hopetoun to 
offset fallout from BHP Billiton’s decision to mothball its nickel operation which was primarily based 
on factors outside the State’s control—namely the global economic crisis,” the Minister said. 

(1) What has the government done for the communities of Ravensthorpe and Hopetoun to offset the fallout 
from BHP’s decision to mothball its nickel operation? 

(2) Have any members of the government or its agencies visited these communities since 11 February 
2009? 

(3) If yes to (2), who were they and what was the nature and purpose of the visit? 

(4) If no to (2), why not? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) The state government has worked hard to assist the workers, their families and communities in 
Ravensthorpe and Hopetoun who were affected by the decision of BHP Billiton on 21 January 2009 to 
indefinitely suspend the nickel operations at Ravensthorpe and Mt Keith. Both the Premier and the 
Minister for Regional Development visited Ravensthorpe the day after BHP Billiton’s announcement, 
and on 22 January a government interagency task force was established. 

The government plans to maintain government services at current levels for at least six months. It has 
also set up a helpline for workers and their families and provided additional advisory services for small 
businesses and individuals. Cabinet has approved a fund of up to $5 million to assist the Shire of 
Ravensthorpe and local small businesses. As part of this fund, affected small businesses in 
Ravensthorpe and Hopetoun will receive professional service vouchers valued at $3 000 to allow them 
to access professional legal, accounting and financial planning advice. Another measure is a means-
tested hardship assistance package to aid Ravensthorpe’s affected individuals and families. 

Additionally, the Ravensthorpe shire will receive funding from this grant to maintain local 
infrastructure, provide further support to those affected by the mine’s indefinite suspension, and 
promote economic and tourism development for the region. A proposal for joint funding of $40 million 
for road infrastructure to encourage tourism is also being progressed with the commonwealth 
government. The Premier has written to the Prime Minister and discussed this proposal with him 
personally. A local coordinator is working at Hopetoun and Ravensthorpe to assist government agencies 
to support those feeling the impacts.  

While job losses have occurred in the WA resources sector, particularly in the nickel sector, other 
commodities such as gold and iron ore are expanding and jobs are being created. The state government 
is working closely with the industry, including the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western 
Australia and the Chamber of Minerals and Energy of Western Australia to identify early indications of 
any areas that are likely to be hardest hit and to ensure that all opportunities for redeployment in the 
sector are maximised and government services are made available. The government’s commitment to 
and experience in Ravensthorpe and Hopetoun indicates that this government is ready and able to deal 
with the social and economic issues that arise when substantial job losses occur in small communities. I 
also add that the company has provided significant benefits to its former employees in the form of 
redundancies, the repurchase of houses, and assistance to businesses.  

(2)-(4) Further time is required to collate the information requested. I therefore ask the member to place 
questions (2) to (4) on notice. 

 


